GERMANY
and hope which would weld together the different classes
in the face of danger; even patriotism, that revolutionary
poison which Francis considered the greatest enemy to
order and religion, was fed to the Austrian people. Francis
made a desperate attempt, one completely foreign to his
whole make-up, to become a modern ruler. But the at-
tempt came to an end with the Battle of Wagram. Francis
committed liberalism to the devil and on August 4, 1809,
appointed Metternich as Chancellor.
Metternich, like Napoleon, has been regarded by histo-
rians as a solitary figure in the Revolution, Appearing sud-
denly out of thin air, he seemed to have no visible means
of support But, even if historians have not perceived it,
therje was a point of support for both men. In the case of
Napoleon, it was the Directory; in that of Metternich,
the Austrian Emperor. Metternich was a minister in the
exact sense of the word-the executor of the policy defi-
nitely chosen by his master after the liberal experiment
with Count Stadion. In 1809, Metternich was thirty-six,
the Emperor was forty-one. Until that time, Francis had
always had ministers who were much older than himself,
who never hesitated to treat him and even scold him, as a
backward student. He had become fed up with this guard-
ianship, which, moreover, had only led to disaster. He was
now a man; he had governed the Empire for seventeen
years, and his apprenticeship was finished. Now he wanted
to put his own ideas into practice, and for this he possessed
a chancellor who, younger than he and owing him every-
thing, would not be in a position to set his own experience
against the inexperience of a youthful Emperor. He had
chosen well. Appointed Chancellor at the age of thirty-six
by a sovereign who was forty-one and was neither stupid
nor incapable of action, Metternich did not dream of forc-
ing his own political philosophy on the Emperor, if in-
deed he had one, which is doubtful. Before this, he had
filled various diplomatic posts, important ones, but ex-
ecutive rather than administrative. He must have felt